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PRESENTATION

This seminar is intended to students interested in an introduction to the social

networks field. In this occasion the case study selected has been ethnic identity

because it fits especially well with the Creole orientation.

Although social networks is currently an interdisciplinary field (with
contributions from physics, computer science, social sciences and humanities
among others disciplines), the concept and some of the methods were invented

by anthropologist in the fifties, specially the idea of “personal networks”.

Personal networks are the sum of contacts, social relations and acquaintances
that hold a given individual. Of course, the personal networks of different
people overlap at certain degree and taken altogether represent the social
structure of a given society. Studying personal networks we have the
opportunity of identifying both the effects of structure and personal biographies

in our theme of interest, ethnic identity in this case.

But ... how get network data? How we can grasp social relations sometimes

invisible, sleeping in the memories of people?

In this seminar we will present the open-source software EgoNet, designed
especially for getting this type of information from people. Also, we will
introduce Pajek because it is a very important contribution of the University of

Ljubljana to the scientific world and to the social networks field.
Some caveats before continuing:

First, we will deal with structured interviews not with participant observation,

so sometimes we will lose part of the context. Are you ready for this?

Second, we will do some statistic analysis of our data, nothing sophisticated, but

necessary.

Finally, this is the first time we meet together and we will talk in English, so a

large amount of patience and enthusiasm will be needed.

I sincerely hope that his seminar brings you some new insights about your

research interests.



COMPETENCES

In this seminar the following competences will be acquired (be able to ...):

1.

Explain the intellectual background and the historical origins of social

networks perspective.
Perform a basic sociocentric analysis with Pajek.

Design the questionnaire and getting personal network data from

informants with EgoNet.

The student profile is someone with a Humanities-Social Sciences background,

advanced computer user and interested in applying some of the tools and

concepts of the seminar to his/her research.

SEMINAR SCHEDULE

This 5-day seminar implies at least two hours of homework every day in order to

follow it. The assignments and articles for each lecture or workshop can be

accessed at the following URL.:

http://seneca.uab.es/antropologia/jlm/creole.html

This URL will be updated at convenience.

The sessions are the following:

1.

1.

2.

3.

Monday, March 31st (16:20 — 18:00, seminar room) — Presentation and

introductory lecture on social networks.

Tuesday, April 1st (16:20 — 18:00, library) — Workshop: Sociocentric
networks with Pajek.

Wednesday, April 2nd (16:20 — 18:00, seminar room) — Introductory

lecture on personal networks and identifications.

Thursday, April 3rd (16:20 — 18:00, library) —Workshop: Personal
networks with EgoNEt.



4. Friday, April 4th (16:20 — 18:00, seminar room) —Discussion about
ethnicity, social networks and identifications

Seminar consultations will be held on Thursday, April 3rd, from 14:40 to 16:20

in seminar room.

ASSESMENT

All students have to send me by email (joseluis.molina@uab.es) before Friday

April 4t 14:00 the following assignments (in a word or rtf document):
1. One sociocentric network.
2. One personal network.

3. A 3-pages paper with a) what new ideas the seminar arose in his/her
mind, especially if can be applied to the current research interests and b)
a evaluation of the seminar (good things, bad things, suggestions for

improve future seminars).

The two first assignments can be in groups. The last one have to be made

individually.

REFERENCES

Barnes, John (1954). "Class and committees in a Norwegian Islan Parish",
Human Relations, vol. 7, nim 1 (39-58).

Borgatti, Stephen (2003). Ucinet 6. <www.analytictech.com> [Consulta: 23-04-
03].

Borgatti, Stephen & Molina, José Luis (2003). "Ethical and Strategic Issues in
Organizational Social Network Analysis". The Journal of Applied Behavioral
Science, 39(03), 16-45.

Borgatti, Stephen P.; Molina, José-Luis (2005). "Toward ethical guidelines for
network research in organizations"”, Social Networks Volume 27, Issue 2 , May
2005, Pages 107-117.



Epstein, A.L. (1961). "The network and urban social organization”, Rhodes-
Livingstone Journal, 29 (29-62), reimpreso en Mitchell, Clyde J. (1969). Social
Networks in Urban Situations. Analyses of Personal Relationships in Central

African Towns. Manchester: Manchester University Press..

Granovetter, Mark (1973). "The Strength of Weak Ties", American Journal of
Sociology 78 (6) (1360-1380).

Harary, F., y Norman, R.Z. (1963). Graph Theory as a Mathematical Model in

Social Science. Michigan: University of Michigan - Ann.Arbor.

Kadushin, Charles (1982). "Social Density and Mental Health” en Marsden,
Peter V. and Lin, Nan, Social Structure and Network Analysis. Beverly Hills /
London / New Delhi: Sage Publications. (147-158).

Krackhardt, David (1990). "Assesing the Political Landscape: Structure,
Cognition, and Power in Organizations”, Administrative Science Quarterly, No.
35 (342-69).

Lin, Nan (2001). Social Capital: A Theory of Social Structure and Action.
Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.

Lubbers, Miranda; Molina, José Luis & Chris McCarty (2007). "Personal
Networks and Ethnic ldentifications: The Case of Migrants in Spain”,
International Sociology, Vol. 22 (720-740).

McCarty, Christopher; Molina, José Luis; Aguilar, Claudia y Laura Rota (2007).
"A Comparison of Social Network Mapping and Personal Network
Visualization”, Field Methods, Vol. 19, No. 2, May, 145-162.

Sheldon Cohen; lan Brissette; David P. Skoner; William J. Doyle (1999)."Social
Integration and Health: The Case of the Common Cold", JoSS, Volume 1(3).
http://www.heinz.cmu.edu/project/INSNA/joss/sih.html [Consulta: 16-09-00].

Wellman, Barry; Yuk-Lin Wong, Renita Tindall, David y Nancy Nazer (1997). "A
decade of network change: turnover, persistence and stability in personal

communities"”, Social Networks 19 (27-50).



