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Abstract

After fieldwork conducted among young people in Sarajevo, we found a relation between the discourse sustained by a person and the categories she/he uses to classify people and to identify him/herself. Also we have found that people self-affiliated as “Bosnians” play an important role in the network of multiethnic relationships, in which strong ties, surprisingly, are still very important. Finally we found a relationship between the composition of personal networks  and the ethnic discourses that are maintained.
Background

This paper is the result of fieldwork conducted in Sarajevo in Spring-Summer 2003
 as a part of an ongoing research project. The main topic is the construction and maintenance of ethnic or national identities and their effects on social relationships, especially those among young people.

In general terms, this paper represents an initial overview of the situation of young people in BiH.  Younger residents are  important actors in the peace-building process. This overview has been arrived at through analysis and observation of the initiatives, projects and practices among them. Due to the great importance that nationalist and ethnic discourses have had in the pre-war, war, and post-war periods, the identification of the current discourses about ethnic or national identities is central to the research, including the investigation into how these discourses are maintained and into their role in or effects on everyday relationships.

Hypotheses

The first hypothesis is that the dominant discourses about ethnic identities have implicit within them an essentialist conception of identity and therefore exclude multiple affiliations. This conception delimits differentiated groups, imposing on them certain characteristics that give them cohesion as well as differentiating them from the people who belong to another category. 

The second hypothesis, related to first, suggests that this essentialist conception that leads to such categorization has certain effects on social relations (or vice versa). The discourse maintained by individuals is going to be related to the structure of their personal networks.

In the following parts of the paper we will account for the ethnic discourses, the methodology used for obtaining the personal networks of our informants, the methodology used for obtaining an adjacency matrix of cross-nominations and the results of our research. 

Ethnic discourses in Bosnia Herzegovina (BiH)
During the time spent in BiH, we collected information in different ways to achieve our research goal. On the one hand, we used ethnographic work, meaning: participant observation and interviews collected in field notes. This textual information was analysed using Discourse Analysis. This contribution was presented in the (Inter-)Regional Networks Conference, December 11, 2003
. This work lead us to identify two main discourses: Ethnicist (with the variants of Clash of Civilizations and multi-ethnic ) and Cosmopolitan. 
The Ethnicist discourse, elaborated by nationalist elites and supported by the international community, whose device of maintenance affects all social spheres, from the country’s constitution to familiar jokes, is the hegemonic discourse. It maintains the existence of differentiated groups whose difference goes beyond religious practices. These groups are denominated “ethnic groups” or “nations”. Among those who sustain this discourse, we have found two variants of approach to the possibility of coexistence resulting in two different causal explanations for the recent conflict: the Clash of Civilizations discourse and the multiethnic discourse.

The ethnicist discourse based on the “Clash of Civilizations theory” (Hungtington, 1996), maintains that the coexistence of ethnic groups in Bosnia is impossible, as demonstrated by the many wars, and asserts that the best solution would be for each group to live separated in an ethnically homogenous territory. In their opinion, war is a logical consequence of the impossibility of coexistence. This discourse is sustained by the Serbian nationalists (SDS) and Croatian nationalists (HDZ), although we have also heard it, to a lesser extent, from some Muslim nationalists.

The people who sustain this discourse live in a highly homogeneous circles and use excluding categories (”Serbian”, “Croatian”, “Bosniak”) to describe other people and themselves.

Multi-ethnic discourse on the other hand suggests that coexistence is possible in spite of the differences among the population groups, as is demonstrated by the multiple periods of pacific coexistence that these groups have enjoyed. This discourse, which is maintained by SDA nationalists, names the war as an aggression emerging from Serbian aspirations to obtain a “Great Serbia”. The majority of interviewed people maintained this type of discourse. They denominate themselves “Bosnian” although they consider themselves belonging to one of the different categories. 
The cosmopolitan discourse, which is maintained by certain intellectuals, holds that such ethnic groups or differences in Bosnia as are claimed by the other two forms of discourse do not exist and that these have been constructed and manipulated by the nationalistic elites in order to represent a political war as an ethnic conflict. According to this interpretation, the Bosnian conflict developed between two opposite ideological options: nationalism and cosmopolitanism.

This group, which is in a minority, is made up of people who do not contemplate such “national” categories for their own relationships or for their personal identity. They describe themselves as “Bosnian” and they employ this category for a great number of people in their networks, although they do not apply it to all of their acquaintances with the explanation that they try to describe each person, not according to their own criteria, but according to how these people would describe themselves. 
In table 1 we can see the negative relation between the degree of ethnic exclusion of discourse (which ranges from 0= no exclusion to 3=total exclusion) and the use of “Bosnian” category among their nominees.  
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Table 1. Correlation among “Degree of ethnic exclusion  of discourse” and proportion of "Bosnians" nominees
Although the number of informants is still very low we think that this category of young people can be very important for future. 
Personal Networks

On the other hand, we used Social Network Analysis to analyse Personal Networks. The method we followed has four steps:

1. Obtaining data about the personal networks of informants. 

2. Aggregating data in a single file, removing the duplicates and managing the contradictory reports about the same alteri from different informants. 

3. Generating an adjacency matrix of people with degree equal or greater than 2.

4. Analyzing the distribution of attributive variables in the adjacency matrix in comparison with the global sample.  

Lets explain each step with some detail. 

Obtaining data about personal networks

Our idea was to obtain information about the structure of the personal networks of our informants and their relations, and to identify some connections between personal networks and ethnic discourses. To do so, we are using a program developed for collecting ego-network data called “Egonet” developed for McCarty
. This program has two parts. The first one (“Egonet”) allows researchers to design the survey (number of people in the roster, attributive and network variables involved) while the second one (“Egoclient”) allows multiple interviews for the same survey. Let us look at an example to illustrate this:

Once designed the survey, we ask a person to answer the questions loaded in the program. The task is to make a list of 45 persons and to introduce some attributes for each one. McCarty (2002) suggest that a number between 45 and 60 people had to be sufficient if the name generator is a free-list of people from all categories (kin, friends, workmates …). The free-list generator tends to generate intimate ties in the beginning, but the roster is long enough to gather information from different areas of the personal network structure.

For this research, we asked our 17 informants for the age, gender, job, nationality, religion, intensity of relationship (from intimate to acquaintance) and type of relationship (friend, family, work-related, etc).
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Table 2. Gender and age of Ego's

We tried to correct the bias induced by first informants introducing as diversity as possible in terms of gender and nationality in the selection of successive informants. 

Nationality was the most problematic attribute since it was the focus of our research. For that reason, the first period in Sarajevo was dedicated to confirming the categories that were used in everyday conversations. Those categories were the ones we then used in the questionnaire.
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Table 3. Ethnic affiliations of Ego's

Three mutually exclusive and exhaustive categories were used to classify the people in BiH: “Serbian”, “Croatian” and “Muslim” or “Bosniak”. These categories completely agree with and can be used as synonyms of the religious categories “Orthodox”, “Catholic” and “Muslim”. 
A fourth category, “Bosnian”, is non-excluding and has a complex use. “Bosnian” concerns citizenship, but it is peculiar in that it is only used by people with more heterogeneous networks to denominate some Muslims and children of mixed marriages.

Finally, we asked who knows whom among the 45 people nominated by every informant. From these answers, we obtained a complete report about each person with the aid of Ucinet-Netdraw-Keyplayer
.

It was important to share the information obtained with informants in order to contrast results and to obtain some explanations. It also helps to offer them feedback about their networks, such as, e.g., defining “key players” (the network of people who are able to access the entire personal network together), social circles, blocks, etc.

The personal network itself allows us to obtain a lot of information from, for example, the number of components (or disconnected sub-networks), density, centrality measures, core-periphery structure, etc. For example, the personal network reported by this person is a typical young female network (one component, great importance of strong ties, high density, etc) although it is interesting to note that she knows more males than females:
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Drawing 1. Personal network of a young Muslim woman. White: woman;   Black: man.

Since she is a young student woman, the majority of the people in her network are friends. Other graphs with other variables (strength of ties, nationality, type of relationship) were drawn and discussed with informants. 

Aggregating and managing data 
The 17 ego-networks were aggregated in a single DL file
, checking and removing duplicates When two informants reported different information about the same alter or individual, we selected first the information reported for individual if available and secondly the information reported for the informant with a closest tie to the alter. In almost all cases we found that people equally related with the same alter and reported the same information about the requested variables.

The result was a matrix of 714 people, in some cases nominated for more than one informant. Not surprisingly, Bosniaks are a majority in Sarajevo and in our sample (43,3%) followed by Bosnians (19,3%) and Serbians (17,8%).  
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Table 4. Alter nationality in the aggregated file

If we look at the graph of aggregated data (Drawing 2) it is possible to see the 17 egos with their networks pendant and, the most interesting, some people nominated for more than one informant. 
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Drawing 2. The graph of aggregated data. Circle for woman and triangle for man
Generating a sociomatrix 

NetDraw allowed us to save a matrix that met some criteria, for example, the degree. Based on this feature, we saved a file with people with a degree equal to or greater than two, obtaining the sociomatrix of cross-nominations. Along with these data we kept the attribute data of each nominee. Table 4 shows some of those variables. 
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Table 5. Gender, Age and intensity of relationship in the sociomatrix

The sociomatrix (47 people, 6,6% of total) maintained roughly the same proportions: they are young people, half men and half women (although men are slightly more represented in the former matrix) and the strong ties (“intimates” and “we know very well”) account for over 90% of ties. Although our method (free-listing) tends to over-represent this kind of tie, we think it is very important to find strong ties among young people from different ethnic affiliations. 

Analyzing and comparing the distribution of attributive variables
In the case of the variable “Nationality” the situation is different. Although “Bosnians” are a minority in Sarajevo and they represent only the 19% of the global sample, in the sociomatrix they account for  32%. 
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Table 6. Distribution of "Nationality" in the sociomatrix
The statistical test of related means based on the data in Table 6 (the proportion of Bosnians and their indegree both in the global sample and in the sociomatrix) suggest the existence of a factor that would explain the differences:
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Table 7. Proportion of "Bosnians" and their indegree in the global sample and in the sociomatrix
The relative importance of Bosnian people in the “inter-ethnic” network of friends and relatives can be assessed in the Drawing 7. 
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Drawing 8.  Nationality, gender and degree in the sociomatrix. The size account for degree. Circle for women. Triangle for men. Red=Bosnian. Fucsia=Bosniak. Green= Serbian. Black= Others.
This graph shows three groups. The fucsia or Bosniaks account for 47% of total indegree (slightly greater than in the global sample of 714 people); red ones or Bosnians received almost 30% of the nominations although in the global sample the proportion was 17%. Serbians (green ones) reduce their indegree. Possibly part of this reduction is due to the fact that they live in the Serbian part of Sarajevo situated far from the centre. 
If our preliminary findings are supported for future research, we think Bosnian young people can play an important role in Bosnia-Herzegovina future. 

Discussion
In general terms, we can claim that we have found a relation between the discourse sustained by a person and the categories she/he uses to classify people and to identify him/herself. Also we have found that Bosnians play an important role in the network of multiethnic relationships, in which strong ties, surprisingly, are still very important. 
From all this we can state that there is a relationship between the composition of personal networks (and therefore everyday life relationships) and the ethnic discourses that are maintained; this applies in the studied cases. 
This relationship is complex and our data do not fully support our initial  hypothesis that excluding discourses were linearly associated with a high homogeneity in the relationships while discourses that accept multi-affiliation were related to more diverse social networks. Although this hypothesis can be reformulated in the future with new information, we think it is necessary to develop a better index and concepts for accounting “diversity” in personal networks. 
Future research will extend the sample to other cities of BiH, introducing information about the previous generation and other social contexts. Also, it is interesting to come back to the Bosnian people nominee in this work and try to understand why they appear to be different in comparison with other groups. Finally, it is necessary to develop a set of indices that allow us to compare personal networks in a cross-cultural framework. 
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